
THURSO BAPTIST CHURCH AGM  
                                  15th June 2017  
 
 
PRESENT: Pastor Stuart Macdonald, Marjorie Gunn, Ricky and Kitty Mackay, 
Guy and Jennifer Gordon, Stuart and Hazel Walker, Ann Macdonald, Trudy 
Morris, Lindsay Kay, John and Arlene Smith, Marion Springham, Isobel and 
Tommy Kay, Jan and Phil Picking, Alison Reiss, Robert James, William 
Thomson, Morag McKellar, Libby Kime, Carol Simpson and Stuart Andrew. 
 

WELCOME to our New Pastor Stuart Macdonald 
 

APOLOGIES 
Louise Smith, Brianna Gordon, Joanna Reiss, Leanne Bain, Marina McArdle, 
Irene Haughton, Katie Reiss, Alice Walker, Dugald Gill, Betty Inrig 
 
DEVOTIONS 
Hebrews 12v 1-2 
Running free in the race of faith. A past generation, those who have come before 
you, who will pass on the baton, the witness of how they have lived. The call to 
the present. We don’t rest on our laurels, get rid of the things that trip you up. 
God has a plan for our future as individuals as well as a fellowship. 
 

MINUTES OF THE LAST AGM 
These were proposed by Jennifer and seconded by Jessie. The meeting 
accepted them as accurate. 
 

NO MATTERS ARISING 
 

THANKS (Morag):- 
 

Everyone who has stood up on a Sunday to preach and share the word, 
everyone who has contributed to a Sunday service, from the worship team and it 
has been lovely seeing Leanne joining to help with the singing. Ricky who helped 
out with power points for the technically challenged amongst us.  
 

We have a great welcome team who stand in the door each Sunday no matter 
the weather, thank you folks.   
 

The provision of teas and coffees and lovely baking from talented bakers. And 
can I say on behalf of the catering team if you use mugs or the kitchen can you 
ensure they are cleaned and tidied away after use. Also, if you see things 
running out can you let Alison Reiss aware.  
 

Then there are those that clean the church and the toilets each week so that we 
can be in comfort, and often it is left to one person, thank you Carol, you do a 
great job for us all.  



The monthly communion that Betty and Donny Inrig ensure is prepared for us all 
and they stay behind with others to clean up.  
 
Behind the scenes Ricky is ensuring that the fabric of this church is kept up as 
well as the manse. This year with must thank Donny who along with Ricky has 
done a massive job at the manse. There are many others who have helped out 
on projects and not up-front things that have kept us going strong together as a 
fellowship over the last year and we must thank you.  
 
I apologise if I have left anyone out. Just shout out now if there is someone we 
must recognise. Then let us all give a clap together for each other. 
 
Reports 
These were circulated and as there were no objections or comments then voted 
on as a job lot. 
 

Proposed by Kitty and seconded by William 
 

The meeting accepted the reports 

 
VISION STATEMENTS 
 

1. Treasurer’s by Stuart Walker 
 

31st December 2016 Current Account £50,570 
                                       Building £18,230 
                               Scarfskerry           £6,743 
 
31st May 2017  Deficit  Current      £39,000 
                                     Building     £9,635 
                                   Scarfskerry  £356 
 

Income is high because we were in vacancy but we paid off our pension 
deficit 
 

Balances at end of May Current Account £11,500 
                               Building  £8,600 
                          Scarfskerry     £6,400 
 

Vision. For an increasing of income. If people have an opportunity or 
position to look at their giving, the best way is a Standing Order.  
 

There are 2 or 3 people faithfully giving to the building account by standing 
order. If you want to do that then please get in touch as it is a different 
account. 
 
 
 



2. Fabric by Ricky Mackay. 
God’s plan for Thurso Baptist Church is my Plan. 
Scarfskerry by Robert James 
Archie spoke of our vision for Scarfskerry back in January. To reach that 
vision some work was needed to secure the fabric of the building. 
 

So far; Drains fitted, replaced and repaired at the West End of the church. 
Drains at the East end and North currently being fitted. Rotten floor joists 
removed and a hardcore and cement base has been laid. Doorway 
between main building has been widened and raised to meet the needs of 
wheel chair users. New lintel fitted. Rotten lintels above both West 
windows removed and replaced. Cladding and lath & plaster removed 
from church walls. Loose lime mortar removed. Baptistry waste pipe has 
been filled in to prevent the ingress of ground water. Re-pointing of interior 
walls has commenced. Two new windows in west end above to be fitted. 
 

In total, 300 hours of labour has been given voluntary by many people and 
approx £3.5k spent. 
 
Next Steps 
Agree vision and plan with Stuart and the Deacons. Commence 
communications plan to raise awareness of the Scarfskerry Vision 
Begin Funding and volunteer drive. 
 

3. BMS Birthday Scheme and Stamps 
 

Birthday Scheme - Only a few members remain in the scheme but  
faithfully donated the sum of £365 last year. A vision is required where the 
work of  the BMS is being carried out in deprived and needy areas to 
encourage new members to support the scheme. 
 

Stamp Bureau 
To continue the good work of donating used stamps, postcards and 
obsolete coinage to the BMS overseas work.  It costs us nothing but so 
far this £7000 has been raised for BMS, blessing others in the process. 
 

4. BMS Missionary  
We seek to support and equip, both financially and with prayer, those that 
faithfully and courageously serve on mission bringing others to faith in our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, improving their quality of life and alleviating 
suffering and injustice. 

 
5. Caithness Food Bank 

 We seek to end hunger and poverty in Caithness and North Sutherland 
 and for the local body of Christ to demonstrate the love and example of  
 Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour as in Matthew 25:35 - 36. 
 

 



6. Door Duty 
 We have two vacancy spots that need to be filled. 

 
7. Intercessory Prayer  

 
 8.  Ladies Fellowship  

         We will meet up again in September to see if the vision is still to meet. 
 

9. Light Factory 
 

Our aims this year are to get even more churches involved.  We will be 

sending out letters to the churches asking for prayer support and giving 

people the opportunity to volunteer at the beginning of June.  We also pray 

that we will keep the connections with our P7/S1 children (some of them 

like to come back and help, which we encourage) and that more children 

would be able to come along in the summer.  Sarah Taylor from Indiana 

will be joining us again this year. 

Please pray that the Light Factory will continue to be a light to children, 
youth and families, showing Christ’s love to them and demonstrating what 
it means to be His Followers. 

 
   10.   Noor Ministries 

To make Noor Ministries more prominent with regular updates. It is a 
major challenge being a Christian in a predominantly Muslin country, so 
being an unmarried female Christian running a Christian school is a 
dangerous and challenging mission. 
 

To hold Sajida in prayer as she works to improve the school facilities and 
encourage more Christian teachers to a poor area of Pakistan. 
 

11.   Nursing homes 
 

That the services we hold every month will be meaningful to the residents, 
visitors and staff that attend. Also, that more of the Church family would 
want to join the small team that serve in this ministry and see it as an 
active out reach. 

 

12.   Scripture Union 
 

We are doing well and numbers are up. The teachers are enthusiastic.  
Mount Pleasant, Pennyland and Halkirk. The Vision is to see a Scripture 
Union in the High School and for more helpers.  
 

13.    Servant Heart  
 

 



14.    Sunday School 
 

It is not about the quantity of children but the quality of children. Vision 
would be that more families would come. 
 

15.    Wee Stars 
 

16.    3:15 group. That the youth and young adults would grow more confident 
in their faith. 

 
 
A.O.C.B. 
 

1. Where are we going in looking for a new building 
 

2. The need for a new communion tray.     
 

 
       
 


