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Pastor’s Report (2017-2018) 
 
I write this report as my first Pastor’s Report as Pastor of Thurso Baptist Church. 
For me not surprisingly this last year has been one of change and transition from 
one church and community to another.  
 

It has been a great blessing and privilege to come and partner with you in the 
Gospel as your new Pastor and to share with you in the exciting journey that we 
have all been travelling together over the last year. It has been both humbling 
and encouraging to see how God has provided us with a new building and has 
begun to give us a new vision for the way that he would have us serve him in 
Thurso in the years ahead. I look forward to seeing how in the months ahead 
God will guide us as we start with his help to implement the vision he has given 
us and that it would lead to the spiritual transformation of many lives within 
Thurso and the wider area.  
 

Finally may I take this opportunity to record my sincere thanks for the warmth of 
your welcome to me as a fellowship (in contrast to weather), and also my 
appreciation of the work and commitment of the Deacons who have worked 
tirelessly in the background and have played a key role in the developments that 
have taken place in the church during the last year. 
 

Let us therefore continue to go forward in faith knowing that ‘he who has begun 
in us a good work will bring it to completion’. 
 
Rev Stuart J. Macdonald (Sept 2018).  

 
Thurso Baptist Church 
 

Financial report for the year ended 31 December 2017. 
 
The Church remains in a healthy financial position at 31 December. We had an 
overall deficit on our annual receipts and payments account of £55,911 and the 
closing bank account balances on our general account, building account and 
Scarfskerry account totalled £19,632. Total receipts were £59,171and payments 
were £115,082. As a Church we should be thankful to God who has provided for 
our own ongoing financial costs and enabled us to also contribute to the needs of 
other organisations. Our reserves built up over past years has enabled us to 
settle our pension debt of £54,372. We are undoubtedly blessed going forward 
having settled this ongoing pension debt which would have certainly increased 
over future years. 
 
 



As we moved into the latter part of the year the opportunity of securing a new 
building after many years of prayer and searching became a reality. In October a 
proposal was presented to the Church regarding the opportunity to purchase 
James Traill House. A minimum funding gap of £35,000 was presented to the 
Church and pledges were needed to enable us to make an offer. At the Year-end 
pledges totalling £72,050 (+ Gift Aid) had been received. The Baptist Union of 
Scotland agreed to a loan of £80,000 to help finance the purchase. Having 
secured the necessary funding an offer was made and accepted. However, we 
faced various difficult and challenging circumstances regarding the planning 
application, deposit etc, but through the process faith prevailed so we praise and 
Thank the Lord for the successful outcome. 
 

The Scarfskerry Chapel was put up for sale and concluded post year end. Rental 
income of £3,600 was received from the Scarfskerry house and funds of £6,054 
were retained at the year end. The balance retained will be transferred into 
Thurso building account post year end.   
 

The total gift aid received during 2017 was £7,850 which relates to the previous 
year’s offerings. Gift aid has been received in the first quarter of 2018 for the 
offerings/pledges given during 2017.  
 

Donations of £6,475 were made to external Christian organisations. 11 separate 
organisations were supported during the year including Cara Gordon who took 
part in overseas BMS Action Team (Guinea) and was supported with a donation 
of £3,050 to BMS. The Church also held special appeals in which the offerings 
were gathered and passed to BMS Harvest and Easter Praise - joint churches 
Totalled £642. 
 

The usual contribution per member was also made to Baptist Union of Scotland, 
amounting to £1,800. 
 

We began the year in vacancy and called our new pastor who took up his post 
with us in June. 2017 ended up as being a transformational year as we secured 
the funding and a new home for our Church as we moved into 2018.  
 

Finally, I would like to thank everyone in the congregation who have supported 
the Church financially on a weekly/monthly basis and especially this year through 
the generous sacrificial giving of money pledged to fund our new building. Many 
have worked tirelessly during the year giving of their time and expertise during 
process of securing our new building. We move forward into the year ahead with 
healthy finances a new building and a new focusing of our vision to meet the 
challenges of "Making disciples for Christ" in our community in 2018.  
 

‘Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver’. 2 Cor. 9 v 7 

Unless the LORD builds the house, the builders labour in vain. Psalm 127:1 
 

 William A. Thomson Treasurer 



Thurso Baptist Church AGM building Fabric report for 2017. 
 

Thurso Baptist Church, Millbank Road 
No major issues, the usual maintenance of locks/hinges and replacing of the odd 
light bulb etc. 
 
The Manse, 6 Pennyland Drive. 
With the prospect of our new Pastor arriving the manse has had major 
refurbishment, all walls, ceilings windows have been re-painted, the ceilings in 
white brilliant matt emulsion, the walls in Magnolia satin. Two new porcelain 
cisterns have been fitted, one to the downstairs toilet and the other to the 
upstairs bathroom, two new toilet seats have also been fitted to same.  
 
The tiles in the bathroom have been given two coats of satin-white tile paint and 
a new shower head has been fitted. 
 
A new hessian carpet has been fitted in the living room. Five windows have had 
new curtain rails fitted.  
 
The front porch has been repainted, there are some underlying concerns 
regarding its condition.  
 
A new inner front door has been sourced and fitted by Colin Hossack. A big 
thankyou to him for his time and expertise.  
 
The kitchen has had a major going-over, out with the old and in with the new. 
The kitchen was supplied by Ashley Ann. The existing walls were stripped of the 
old wallpaper and re-redecorated, once again a big thankyou to our church’s 
decorating consultant, Donnie Inrig.  
 
Also, to Matthew and Alison Reiss for cutting the grass/hedge and to those who 
helped with the garden improvements after Stuart Macdonald’s arrival. 
 
Scarfskerry Church Building 
At the beginning of the year the church building was undergoing major remedial 
work and improvements. Work was progressing well with the renovations of the 
church building. The old floor joists in the main hall have been replaced by a 
concrete floor, the interior walls stripped of old plaster, two new windows lintels 
were fitted to the west-end gable and one new lintel fitted above the entrance 
from the kitchen to the main hall. Two new windows were installed in the west 
gable end 
 
Unfortunately, due to certain circumstances towards the end of 2017 all work on 
the property ceased and in preparation for winter all electrics and water was 
turned off.  



During a severe gale in December the West facing window in the small hall was 
damaged by flying debris and a temporary repair effected. 
 
Gairloch 
In January, the outside walls of the old part of the house was clad in insulation by 
the firm E-on Energy Installation Services Ltd. As this was a government led 
enterprise this was at no cost to the church. A new extractor fan has been fitted 
to the bathroom at a cost of £67. 
 

Ricky Mackay, Deacon  
Surveyor of the fabric. August 2018 
 

BMS Birthday Scheme 
 

There are 11 members in the Birthday Scheme and last year donations of 
£360 were sent as a result of members giving on their birthdays. 
 

These donations go to supporting health ministries around the world. 
In particular a hospital in Chad which now has a maternity centre as 
the result of these gifts.  This area has one of the highest mother 
and child morality rates in the world. 
 

If you would like to give a donation to this Scheme please speak to 
Isabel Kay and you will get a card on your birthday and an envelope 
for your donation. 
 

BMS Stamp Bureau 
At the BMS Stamp Bureau, used stamps, postcards old or new, plus 
coins foreign and pre-decimal are sold to collectors and dealers.  The 
income raised is then passed to BMS to support their work of changing 
lives around the world. 
 

If you would like to be part of this please speak to Isabel Kay. 
There is a box on the table at the back of the church for items which 
then be sent to BMS Stamp Bureau. 
 

Isobel Kay 
 
CAITHNESS FOODBANK 
 

The Foodbank in Caithness has been operating since September 2013.  Phil 
Picking is the current Treasurer, Ann MacDonald is Warehouse Co-ordinator and 
Trudy Morris continues to be involved with maintaining data on referrals.  Thurso 
Baptist Church regularly donates money and food to the Food Bank.  
 
How the Food Bank Operates  
Anybody requiring a food parcel must first go to one of our referral agents, these 
range from organisations and agencies such as CAB, Social Services and local 
churches.  These organisations assess the need and issue a referral voucher 



which the individual then takes along to the Foodbank sessions held on a 
Tuesday and Friday between 12:00 – 14:30 at Princes Street in Thurso and at 
the Wick Youth Club in Wick. 
 

Food parcels are an emergency pack for 3 days and there are different 
configurations – couple, family, large family and singles with varying amounts of 
food all designed to enable the recipients to make nutritious meals for 3 days. 
 

The Foodbank doesn’t judge any one and nobody is turned away who arrives 
without a referral – an emergency ‘twenty four hour’ pack is provided on the 
understanding the individual then visits one of the referral agents to get 
registered.  It is important that one of the agencies helps these individuals so that 
they can deal with the issues that have created the problem. 
 

In addition to the food parcels the Food Bank also provides toiletries, pet food 
and similar items that have been donated. In Thurso - bakery items, vegetables 
and fruit which are at the end of their shelf-life are collected from Tesco on 
Monday and Thursday evenings and are offered to clients visiting the centre on 
the following day. 
 

Food Bank Usage 2017  
During the year 902 adults and 301 children (total of 1203) have been the 
recipients of a food parcel, some of which are repeats. 81.9% of the adults are in 
the age bracket 25-64, with 15.7% in the age bracket 16-24. The rest are either 
over 64 or their age is undisclosed. 
 
People come to the Foodbank for a variety of reason: - 

Benefit delays 31.6% of referrals Benefit changes 14% 
Low income   38%   Debt   5% 
Homeless  2.6%   Undisclosed  6.5%. 
 

The referral agents do not need to record categories, hence the undisclosed 
percentage, we request that they do so and this figure has now fallen 
significantly. Other categories are recorded such as Child holiday meals, 
domestic violence and sickness but there only a handful of referrals in each of 
these. 
 
During the last year we have seen a further increase in people on low incomes, 
with benefit changes and those with debt using the Foodbank, but a slight 
decrease in benefit delays. Low income is now the highest category of users. 
 
34.3% of Food Bank users have been resident in the Wick council ward, 44.4% 
in Thurso, 15.3% Landward Caithness (basically outside the two main towns), 
4% are not disclosed / no fixed address and 2% resident in North and East 
Sutherland. 
 
 



Food Bank Stocks 2017  
The Foodbank has received just over 13 tonnes of food during the year with 
around 13.4 tonnes handed out. There were phenomenal donations both of food 
and money, particularly over the Christmas period from the churches, 
businesses, individuals and supermarket collections. But over 67% of that annual 
stock figure came from normal collections and food purchased from donations 
during the rest of the year. 
 

Developments 
The new storage shed at the back of the centre in Princes Street has proved its 
worth during the year. It now houses our surplus food stocks on site and has 
significantly reduced the double or even triple handling of stock which previously 
was necessary in Thurso. 
 

The Food Bank is reliant on both our volunteers and donations, and we have 
been phenomenally blessed in both.   However, we are still in need of further 
volunteers as the workload still tends to fall to a small number of committed 
individuals. 
 

The need for food parcels does not seem to be abating and unfortunately there 
will be a 
requirement well into the future.  So donations of food are still very gratefully 
received especially as we now only have the large Tesco collections once a year 
instead of twice as in previous years. 
 

Finally, we would like to thank all our congregation for their very generous 
donations to the Food Bank and the church for its donations of money during the 
year.  
 

Phil Picking, Ann MacDonald and Trudy Morris 
 
INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP 
 

There are currently 20 members of this group but more may be praying where 
only one of a couple is on the list. 
This is a group that is working well, and people are beginning to understand that 
our Heavenly Father is interested in all aspects of our lives and wants to hear 
about all our needs and concerns. We are beginning to understand that just 
because we may be praying for something potentially life threatening for example 
it doesn't mean that it's frivolous to pray for a much loved pet, or a painful joint, or 
for energy to move house! 
I believe that we are coming to a place where prayer is our go-to position and not 
an afterthought, and that is very exciting. I believe that we are also coming to 
understand that every single person is able to lift a request to God – that it does 
not depend on our ability (praise God!) but on the loving mercy of our Father to 
hear us. 
 

Marjorie Gunn 



LADIES FELLOWSHIP 
 

Not a lot to report this year as it was decided by the ladies that we would have 
meetings together on occasions like Christmas meal out and film nights. 
Unfortunately this didn’t happen this year with one thing and another but we have 
plans for 2018. 
 

Kitty Mackay 
 
LIGHT FACTORY 
*Easter film festival  
 

We had approximately 38 children attending the three day film festival with a 
family night as well. 
 

We had a great team of adult and teen helpers. 
 

We continue to sponsor a child and showed a updated film clip from Toybox to let 
everyone know what the money they give goes towards to help that child. The 
young folk love to bring 5p. 
 

The theme was Being brave and helping others and listening to God and loving 
others. 
 
*Approximately 75 Children attended the week-long summer club. 
Theme was “The big journey “ from the Passover to the Promised land. Once 
again we had plenty of Adult and teen helpers. 
 

We also connected with the families through our annual light factory Ceilidh at 
the British legion and our family night where families come to see what they 
children have been learning and doing throughout the week . One of the 
highlights is the parents participating in one of the challenges. 
 

During the evening a number of teens met for lite FX at the Baptist church for an 
Evening of activities. 
 

Sarah Taylor from Indiana was with us again this year and helped both during the 
day and at lite FX in the evening. 
 

*We want to give thanks for continued support from all helpers,for financially 
support and prayer. 
 

Pray too that the light factory will continue to be a light to children, youth and 
families, showing Christ’s love to them and demonstrating what it means to be 
His followers. 
 
Kitty Mackay 15.08.18 
 
 



NOOR MINISTRY 
 
On 28th October 2017, Noor Ministries celebrated 10 years of providing quality 
Christian education to the poor children of Okara District of Pakistan. Sue Clifton 
, Treasurer of Noor Ministries UK travelled out to Pakistan to be involved in the 
celebrations , and take greetings from Christian supporters in the UK. Sajida 
Iqbal continues her work as Principal and founder of the 2 schools in the region. 
She is still finding it difficult to recruit good teachers (especially in English 
language). The school is building accommodation for teachers as there is little 
decent housing in the area to rent. 
 

The solar panels that Thurso Baptist Church gave a donation towards are helping 
tremendously in providing a reliable electricity supply. This is vital as power is 
needed for computers, and in the hot summer (over 40C!) refrigerators are 
needed to keep food cool.  
 

There have been increased attacks on Christian Churches, so there is an 
ongoing worry about safety of the school premises and transporting the children 
to and from the schools.  
 

Work is continuing on building the new school at Renala Khurd, which should 
have some classrooms complete by early 2018. This will relieve the pressure on 
the school in Akhtarabad. Building work is slow as the builders are often 
dishonest and either steal the building products or don’t turn up.  A new 
challenge is to find a good quality water source for the new school, most of the 
ground water is contaminated, and there is no mains water in the area. 
 

Alison Reiss 
 
NURSING HOMES 
 

This is a very important ministry to the elderly so that we can reach those near 
the end of their time on earth. Some may be believers and are glad of the 
fellowship, some may not be believers but come along anyway. The need to hear 
the Word, and be saved is urgent at this stage. Many suffer from Altzheimer's or 
Dementia but we believe the Holy Spirit is more than willing and able to reach 
through a 'befuddled brain' with the saving love of God. 
 

It is not an onerous ministry; we share a rota with other churches and we are on 
duty once a month and the visit lasts half an hour. There is a great need for 
helpers in this ministry, particularly those who can play an instrument and sing in 
tune! Carol and Roger are our only musicians at the moment and we are so 
grateful to them for their faithfulness. May I urge you to seek within yourselves to 
see if you are able to help in this vital outreach even if it is just every other month 
or so. It would be wonderful if some of the young people could come along as the 
residents love seeing a young face. 
 
 



Many residents may not be able to sing themselves but they love hearing the old 
favourite hymns. Although some are unable to speak, it means a lot if you can 
stop for a moment and speak with them, putting your hand on theirs and 
communicating your care for them. It is such a blessing to see their eyes light up 
and a smile break out! 
 

Marjorie Gunn 
 
SCRIPTURE UNION 
 

Our S.U. groups in local schools are doing well and we are always encouraged 
by children who really engage with us and engage with the lessons we are 
bringing to them. We have groups in Pennyland , Mt Pleasant and Halkirk, we 
are also in the process of starting a group this term in Thurso High School with a 
team of four... still praying for more volunteers, even stand-in volunteers to assist 
during illness, etc. 
 

Colin Carmichael our North of Scotland regional worker comes up often and is 
always available to assist and support everything we do, and what have we done 
this year outwith our classes? We had a fun day in Halkirk which was well 
attended...we had our annual bag-pack in Tesco which raised £546 , these funds 
help to support children going to S.U. camps and we help with transport costs 
between the North and Inverness as it helps keep the cost of the holidays down, 
we also escort the children down and back. These camps are so important in 
bringing Gods word to our young people, we have all heard amazing testimonies 
of young people meeting Jesus and coming to faith...We still gift youth bibles to 
primary 7 pupils. 
 

We couldn't do any of these things without the people who volunteer to run the 
groups , assist and those who pray for Gods work to be done in our town and 
county and for them I give thanks 
 

Jessie Mackay 
 

SERVANT HEART 
 

This group was established to identify and co-ordinate any needs within the 
church family that could be met by those within the church family having the 
necessary skills. A database was created where people indicated their giftings 
and areas where they were able to help out. This ranged from visiting the sick 
and making meals, to gardening, shopping and dog walking. 
 

Some of these things happen between parties or if we are notified of a need by a 
third party. The database should be updated now after the meeting held prior to 
moving to our new building. We should make sure that everyone knows that the 
group exists, particularly new adherents. 
 
 



SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

There have been a few changes in our numbers with our youth moving.cv 
 
Junior church numbers are 6. 
Youth church numbers are 9. 
 
Junior church meet every Sunday during term time apart from the last Sunday in 
each month when they stay in church for our family service. 
 

Youth church meet fortnightly. 
On the alternate Sundays they meet in the evenings for 3.15 group.  
Part of the year they met on Thursday evening for 3.15 group. 
August past we spoke to our youth to ask them what they wanted to do for Youth 
church and they spoke openly and it was very positive and encouraging. 
 

June 2017 end of term and prize giving. 
 

Prayer Praise and prizes. Books were presented by our new Pastor Stuart and all 
the young folk up to the age of 18 years received a book, in all 17 books were 
presented. Katie Reiss did the talk and most of the young folk took part. 
 

Advent 
 

Four Sundays of Advent different families from the Junior /Youth Church did a 
talk on Hope, Peace, Love and Joy. 
 
Christmas 
 

For our family service all the young folk took part. 
The teens did drama , “The 3 Presents”.then all together with the little ones they 
did a combination of a puppet show and Granny retelling the Christmas Story. 
Alice put together a video clip with congregation participation and interviewed 
three people. 
 

All the teens who couldn’t be with us sent video clips to wish us all a very happy 
Christmas and the Guinea girls sent one too. 
 

All the young folk were invited to the cinema as their Christmas treat. We went to 
see “Nativity “ 
 

After a teachers get together we decided for the Juniors to follow S.U “Mosaic“ 
material. 
 
Youth as far as possible follow Pastors programme. 
 
Kitty Mackay 
 
 



Website  
  

Phil Picking took over the role of webmaster from Trudy Morris during the year. 
 

Following the arrival of our new pastor Rev Stuart Macdonald the website was 
reviewed and changes were made to the layout of the site and various redundant 
web pages were removed.  
 

These pages which were removed related to activities which the church no 
longer carry out and this will be an ongoing process as we go forward with new 
ministries or make change to existing activities in the coming months. 
 

Phil Picking 
 

3:15 GROUP 
 

This Group had developed and changed over the last year, and now ministers to 
mainly the secondary aged children in our fellowship. The group welcomed 
Stuart Andrew as a leader half way during the year which brought a new dynamic 
to the group. We studied the case for Christ by Lee Strobel and also looked at 
Covenants throughout the Bible. The Group committed to pray for Cara Gordon 
as she left to do her GAP year with BMS Action Team. 


