
Emergency Church Meeting 22/10/2017  

Thurso Baptist Church 

 

Present:  Rev. Stuart MacD, Stuart W, Stuart D, Stuart A, Jennifer, Guy, William, Ricky, Kitty, 

Marina, Jan, Phil, Libby, John Smith, Arlene, Susan, Cathy, Alison, Joanna, Betty, 

Marion, Dugald, Hazel, Alice, Carol, Pam, Isabel, Tommy, Lindsay, Jessie, Marjorie, 

Irene. 
 

Apologies:  Morag, Ann, Trudy, Brianna, Cara, Katie, Lauren, Nessie, Louise 
 

In Morag's absence Guy Gordon took these minutes. 
 

Reason for meeting: Pastor & deacons had become aware of the sale of a building which may be 

suitable for consideration as a new building in which Thurso Baptist Church could meet. 
 

A presentation of the building, it's location and merits, as well as a consideration of some possible 

negative issues, had been made by Guy to the whole church in the service preceding the meeting. 

This was followed by a relevant spiritual reflection by Rev. MacDonald. 
 

Building considered: James Traill House, Thurso Enterprise Park. 
 

Financial Report: 

William presented a summary of our finances in relation to the expected sale value of the building 

which is estimated at £130,000. 

Current Account sits around £11,000 

Building Account sits around £15,000 
 

Prospected costs: 

£130,000 Building  £30,000 Conversion  £160,000 Total 
 

The Baptist Union of Scotland will loan up to 50% of a project's costs, this means we need to find 

£80 000 ourselves. 
 

Initially, if we offer the expected sale value, we need to find £50 000 in order to purchase it. 

With £15,000 in the Building Account therefore we need pledges of £35,000 before we can proceed. 

(It was decided to not include the funds in the Current Account as this is required for general church 

running)  
 

William informed us that the BU loan has already been approved in principle.  
 

Stuart Walker then presented “ongoing finances”, as he had been treasurer for most of this year. We 

currently run at a £10,500 annual excess. To pay back £80,000 over 10 years would cost an extra 

£8,760 per year (£730 per month) and so it is currently achievable.  
 

He mentioned assessing risks. If we should come to struggle financially, the BU could be considered 

a “soft lender” and may be easier on us than a commercial agency. The building and our other assets 

sit as security for the loan. As far as the general congregation is concerned there is no risk, the 'buck 

stops' with the trustees. 
 

William then summarised the finances.  Offers needs to be in by 31st October. 
 

Stuart MacDonald moved to present this proposal to the church: 
 

“The deacons propose we pursue the purchase of James Traill House as a potential new church 

building committing the outcome to Christ's Lordship.” 

 



There was a time of discussion before we voted. The main issue discussed was the location. Would it 

affect many people? Would it prevent it being used as a youth venue (as youths don't drive)? Are these 

issues surmountable? It was reiterated that the building was near residential estates.  
 

Ballot 

A secret ballot was held of the 32 members present, “Yes” meaning proceed/pursue as in the above 

proposal. 
 

30 Yes   1 No  1 Abstain 
 

(Erroneously reported at the time as 29 : 1 : 1 but re-counted.) 
 

Motion passed by large majority (94%) of those present. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


